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ABILL TOBE ENTITLED
AN ACT ALLOWING JUSTICES AND JUDGES ELECTED TO OFFICE PRIOR TO AGE
SEVENTY-TWO TO COMPLETE THE ELECTED TERM OF OFFICE PAST THE
MANDATORY JUDICIAL RETIREMENT AGE OF SEVENTY-TWO UNTIL JANUARY
1 OF THE YEAR FOLLOWING THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 7A-4.20 reads as rewritten:
"§ 7A-4.20. Age limit for service as justice or judge: exeeptien-exceptions.
(@)  Ne-Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, no justice or judge of the
General Court of Justice may continue in office beyond the last day of the month in which he

attatns-his-seventy-second-birthday,-butjustices-andjudges-se-the justice or judge attains 72 years

of age.
(b)  All of the following exceptions apply to subsection (a) of this section:

(1)  Any retired justice or judge may be recalled for periods of temporary service
as provided in Subchapters 11 and 111 of this chapter.
(2)  Any justice or judge who is elected to office prior to attaining age 72 shall be
allowed to serve until January 1 of the year following the next general election.
Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to prevent removal of the justice
or judge from office under any other applicable law."
SECTION 2. G.S. 135-57(b) reads as rewritten:
"(b)  Any member who |s a justice or judge of the General Court of Justice shall be
automatlcally retired 3 ¥y A 28 : :

the—p%ewaens—ef—@%—?—A—M&upon attamment of the mandatorv retlrement age specmed in

G.S. 7A-4.20, except as provided in subsection (b) of said section G.S. 7A-4.20."
SECTION 3. This act is effective October 1, 2021, and applies to justices and judges
holding office or elected or appointed on or after that date.
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