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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 

AN ACT ALLOWING ALAMANCE COUNTY TO USE ATTORNEYS AS A CHILD 2 

SUPPORT HEARING OFFICER UPON DESIGNATION BY A CHIEF DISTRICT 3 

COURT JUDGE IN EXPEDITED PROCESS CHILD SUPPORT ACTIONS. 4 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 5 

SECTION 1.  The Administrative Office of the Courts shall develop and implement 6 

a pilot program to begin no later than November 1, 2011, and to terminate September 1, 2013, 7 

to determine the feasibility of allowing an attorney licensed to practice law in this State to act 8 

as a child support hearing officer upon designation by a chief district court judge in an 9 

expedited process child support action under Article 2 of Chapter 50 of the General Statutes. 10 

The Administrative Office of the Courts shall designate two counties to participate in the pilot 11 

program, one of which shall be Alamance County. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 12 

the courts participating in the pilot program authorized by this act may conduct proceedings 13 

authorized under Article 2 of Chapter 50 of the General Statutes by using attorneys as child 14 

support hearing officers in expedited process child support cases. In conducting the pilot 15 

program, the Administrative Office of the Courts shall do the following: 16 

(1) Determine the effectiveness of using attorneys as child support hearing 17 

officers pursuant to this section. 18 

(2) Address the costs of implementing the use of attorneys as child support 19 

hearing officers on a statewide basis for the purposes described under this 20 

section. 21 

(3) Determine any cost savings obtained through the use of the attorneys 22 

(4) Determine the frequency of use of the attorneys. 23 

(5) Address any other relevant information the Administrative Office of Courts 24 

deems appropriate. 25 

The Administrative Office of the Courts shall report its findings to the General 26 

Assembly no later than December 1, 2013.  27 

SECTION 2.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 28 


