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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO ENSURE THAT THE RESOURCES OF THE PROGRAM EVALUATION

DIVISION ARE UTILIZED EFFECTIVELY BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AS

RECOMMENDED BY THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM EVALUATION

OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Chapter 120 of the General Statutes is amended by adding a new
section to read:
"8 120-36.17. Program Evaluation Division impact statement.

(a) Every bill and resolution introduced in the General Assembly proposing a study or
evaluation by the Program Evaluation Division shall have attached to it at the time of its
consideration by the General Assembly an impact statement prepared by the Division. The
impact statement shall identify and estimate, to complete all studies and reports required by the
bill or resolution, all of the following: (i) the number of personnel required; (ii) the total
number of hours required; and (iii) the estimated costs.

(1) If, after review, the Division determines that no estimates are possible, the
impact statement shall contain a statement to that effect, setting forth the
reasons why no estimate can be given.

(2)  The Division shall indicate whether the Division, based upon its current
annual work plan, has adequate and sufficient resources to undertake the
study or evaluation as part of the current annual work plan, and shall explain
the basis for its determination.

3) If the Division determines that it would not be able to undertake the study or
evaluation as part of its current annual work plan, it shall indicate a time
frame in which it believes the study or evaluation could be accomplished.

(b)  The sponsor of each bill or resolution to which this section applies shall present a
copy of the bill or resolution with the request for an impact statement to the Program
Evaluation Division. Upon receipt of the request and the copy of the bill or resolution, the
Program Evaluation Division shall prepare the impact statement as promptly as possible, but
shall transmit it to the sponsor within two weeks after the request is made, unless the sponsor
agrees to an extension of time. If the impact statement is not transmitted within two weeks, or
by the end of any extension of time as provided under this subsection, then there shall be no
impact statement required under this section.

©) This impact statement shall be attached to the original of each proposed bill or
resolution that is reported favorably by any committee of the General Assembly, but shall be
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separate from the bill or resolution and shall be clearly designated as an impact statement. An
impact statement attached to a bill or resolution pursuant to this subsection is not a part of the
bill or resolution and is not an expression of legislative intent proposed by the bill or resolution.

(d) If a committee of the General Assembly reports favorably a proposed bill or
resolution that directs the Program Evaluation Division to conduct a study or evaluation, the
chair of the committee shall obtain from the Program Evaluation Division, and attach to the bill
or resolution, an impact statement as provided in this section."

SECTION 2. G.S. 120-36.13(a) reads as rewritten:
"§ 120-36.13. Work plan and requests for program evaluation.

@ Plan. — The Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee, in
consultation with the Director of the Program Evaluation Division, must establish an annual
work plan for the Division. The Division must adhere to this annual plan, unless the Joint
Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee changes the annual plan to add a new
evaluation or remove a planned evaluation. Any enacted legislation that directs the Program
Evaluation Division to conduct a study or an evaluation is included in the annual work plan by
operation of lawlaw; however, notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the enacted
legislation did not have an impact statement, as provided in G.S. 120-36.17, completed prior to
its consideration by the General Assembly, then the study or evaluation shall be included in the
next annual work plan adopted by the Committee and one year shall be added to any required
reporting dates included in the legislation, except that the impact statement is not required and
the evaluation may be included in the current work plan if the impact statement was not
provided pursuant to the time requirements in G.S. 120-36.17(b).

The annual work plan constitutes an information request and a drafting request made by the
Committee cochairs to legislative employees under Article 17 of Chapter 120 of the General
Statutes. Any document prepared by a legislative employee pursuant to the annual work plan
becomes available to the public only as provided in G.S. 120-131. Any document prepared by
an agency employee pursuant to a request under G.S. 120-131.1(al) becomes available to the
public only as provided in G.S. 120-131."

SECTION 3. This act is effective when it becomes law.

Page 2 H1012 [Edition 1]



