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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 
AN ACT TO DIRECT THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 2 

CAROLINA TO STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF IMPLEMENTING A TRIMESTER 3 
SYSTEM FOR MOST OF THE STATE'S PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES AND TO DESIGN A 4 
PILOT PROGRAM TO BE IMPLEMENTED AT SELECTED PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 5 
TO HELP DETERMINE WHETHER SUCH A CONVERSION WOULD BE 6 
BENEFICIAL. 7 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 8 
SECTION 1.  The Board of Governors of The University of North Carolina shall 9 

study the feasibility of converting the academic calendar for most of the State's university 10 
system from a semester system to a trimester system.  The study shall include the following 11 
universities:  the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, North Carolina State University, 12 
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, 13 
the University of North Carolina at Asheville, the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, 14 
Appalachian State University, East Carolina University, Elizabeth City State University, 15 
Fayetteville State University, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, 16 
North Carolina Central University, University of North Carolina at Pembroke, Western 17 
Carolina University, and Winston-Salem State University.  The study shall not include either 18 
the University of North Carolina School of the Arts or the constituent high school, the North 19 
Carolina School of Science and Mathematics. 20 

The goal of the study is to evaluate whether switching to a trimester system would 21 
better enable a university to use more fully its campus facilities during the summer while still 22 
maintaining the academic and programmatic integrity of the institution.  The Board of 23 
Governors shall consider how a conversion to a trimester system could change campus culture 24 
at each university that is included in the study, the challenges of enticing people to participate, 25 
particularly in a summer trimester, and the issues related to workload distribution and student 26 
support.  In its study the Board of Governors shall also analyze and evaluate how converting to 27 
a trimester system would affect all of the following at each university included in the study:  28 
student life; financial aid; athletic programs; student government; student learning; the need, if 29 
any, for additional faculty, and if additional faculty are needed, then the academic areas in 30 
which they would be needed; faculty research; registration; housing; maintenance; and utilities. 31 

SECTION 2.  As part of the study set out in Section 1 of this act, the Board of 32 
Governors shall also design a pilot program to explore the advantages and disadvantages to 33 
different types of campuses in switching to an academic year based on trimesters.  The Board 34 
of Governors shall identify four of the universities included in the study with different types of 35 
campuses to participate in the pilot program.  The Board of Governors shall determine the 36 
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time-frame for implementing the pilot program and the length of time that the pilot program 1 
shall be maintained in order to analyze fully the advantages and disadvantages of switching to a 2 
trimester system.  The Board of Governors shall also determine what incentives, if any, may be 3 
offered to encourage students and faculty to participate in the summer trimester.  The pilot 4 
program shall not be implemented until after the Board of Governors reports to the Joint 5 
Legislative Education Oversight Committee pursuant to Section 3 of this act and funds are 6 
appropriated to implement the pilot program. 7 

SECTION 3.  The Board of Governors shall report its findings and 8 
recommendations to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee by October 1, 2009. 9 

SECTION 4.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Board of 10 
Governors of The University of North Carolina the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 11 
($25,000) for the 2009-2010 fiscal year to conduct the study described in Section 1 of this act.  12 
The funds appropriated by this section shall not be used for the pilot program described in 13 
Section 2 of this act. 14 

SECTION 5.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 15 


