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§ 50‑13.12.  Forfeiture of licensing privileges for failure to pay child support or for failure 
to comply with subpoena issued pursuant to child support or paternity 
establishment proceedings.

(a)	 As used in this section, the term:
(1)	 "Licensing board" means a department, division, agency, officer, board, or 

other unit of state government that issues hunting, fishing, trapping, drivers, 
or occupational licenses or licensing privileges.

(2)	 "Licensing privilege" means the privilege of an individual to be authorized 
to engage in an activity as evidenced by hunting, fishing, or trapping 
licenses, regular and commercial drivers licenses, and occupational, 
professional, and business licenses.

(3)	 "Obligee" means the individual or agency to whom a duty of support is 
owed or the individual's legal representative.

(4)	 "Obligor" means the individual who owes a duty to make child support 
payments under a court order.

(5)	 "Occupational license" means a license, certificate, permit, registration, or 
any other authorization issued by a licensing board that allows an obligor to 
engage in an occupation or profession.

(b)	 Upon a finding by the district court judge that the obligor is willfully delinquent in 
child support payments equal to at least one month's child support, or upon a finding that a 
person has willfully failed to comply with a subpoena issued pursuant to a child support or 
paternity establishment proceeding, and upon findings as to any specific licensing privileges 
held by the obligor or held by the person subject to the subpoena, the court may revoke some or 
all of such privileges until the obligor shall have paid the delinquent amount in full, or, as 
applicable, until the person subject to the subpoena has complied with the subpoena. The court 
may stay any such revocation pertaining to the obligor upon conditions requiring the obligor to 
make full payment of the delinquency over time. Any such stay shall further be conditioned 
upon the obligor's maintenance of current child support. The court may stay the revocation 
pertaining to the person subject to the subpoena upon a finding that the person has complied 
with or is no longer subject to the subpoena. Upon an order revoking such privileges of an 
obligor that does not stay the revocation, the clerk of superior court shall notify the appropriate 
licensing board that the obligor is delinquent in child support payments and that the obligor's 
licensing privileges are revoked until such time as the licensing board receives proof of 
certification by the clerk that the obligor is no longer delinquent in child support payments. 
Upon an order revoking such privileges of a person subject to the subpoena that does not stay 
the revocation, the clerk of superior court shall notify the appropriate licensing board that the 
person has failed to comply with the subpoena issued pursuant to a child support or paternity 
establishment proceeding and that the person's licensing privileges are revoked until such time 
as the licensing board receives proof of certification by the clerk that the person is in 
compliance with or no longer subject to the subpoena.

(c)	 An obligor may file a request with the clerk of superior court for certification that 
the obligor is no longer delinquent in child support payments upon submission of proof 
satisfactory to the clerk that the obligor has paid the delinquent amount in full. A person whose 
licensing privileges have been revoked under subsection (b) of this section because of a willful 
failure to comply with a subpoena may file a request with the clerk of superior court for 
certification that the person has met the requirements of or is no longer subject to the subpoena. 
The clerk shall provide a form to be used for a request for certification. If the clerk finds that 
the obligor has met the requirements for reinstatement under this subsection, then the clerk 
shall certify that the obligor is no longer delinquent and shall provide a copy of the certification 



G.S. 50-13.12	 	Page 2

to the obligor. Upon request of the obligor, the clerk shall mail a copy of the certification to the 
appropriate licensing board. If the clerk finds that the person whose licensing privileges have 
been revoked under subsection (b) of this section for failure to comply with a subpoena has 
complied with or is no longer subject to the subpoena, then the clerk shall certify that the 
person has met the requirements of or is no longer subject to the subpoena and shall provide a 
copy of the certification to the person. Upon request of the person, the clerk shall mail a copy 
of the certification to the appropriate licensing board.

(d)	 If licensing privileges are revoked under this section, the obligor may petition the 
district court for a reinstatement of such privileges. The court may order the privileges 
reinstated conditioned upon full payment of the delinquency over time. Any order allowing 
license reinstatement shall additionally require the obligor's maintenance of current child 
support. If the licensing privileges of a person other than the obligor are revoked under this 
section for failure to comply with a subpoena, the person may petition the district court for 
reinstatement of the privileges. The court may order the privileges reinstated if the person has 
complied with or is no longer subject to the subpoena that was the basis for revocation. Upon 
reinstatement under this subsection, the clerk of superior court shall certify that the obligor is 
no longer delinquent and provide a copy of the certification to the obligor. Upon request of the 
obligor, the clerk shall mail a copy of the certification to the appropriate licensing board. Upon 
reinstatement of the person whose licensing privileges were revoked based on failure to comply 
with a subpoena, the clerk of superior court shall certify that the person has complied with or is 
no longer subject to the subpoena. Upon request of the person whose licensing privileges are 
reinstated, the clerk shall mail a copy of the certification to the appropriate licensing board.

(e)	 An obligor or other person whose licensing privileges are reinstated under this 
section may provide a copy of the certification set forth in either subsection (c) or (d) to each 
licensing agency to which the obligor or other person applies for reinstatement of licensing 
privileges. Upon request of the obligor or other person, the clerk shall mail a copy of the 
certification to the appropriate licensing board. Upon receipt of a copy of the certification, the 
licensing board shall reinstate the license.

(f)	 Upon receipt of notification by the clerk that an obligor's or other person's licensing 
privileges are revoked pursuant to this section, the board shall note the revocation on its records 
and take all necessary steps to implement and enforce the revocation. These steps shall not 
include the board's independent revocation process pursuant to Chapter 150B of the General 
Statutes, the Administrative Procedure Act, which process is replaced by the court process 
prescribed by this section. The revocation pertaining to an obligor shall remain in full force and 
effect until the board receives certification under this section that the obligor is no longer 
delinquent in child support payments. The revocation pertaining to the person whose licensing 
privileges were revoked on the basis of failure to comply with a subpoena shall remain in full 
force and effect until the board receives certification of reinstatement under subsection (d) of 
this section. (1995, c. 538, ss. 1, 1.1; 1997‑433, s. 5.3; 1998‑17, s. 1.)


