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§ 47‑28.  Powers of attorney.
(a)	 Recording required for powers of attorney affecting real property:

(1)	 Before any transfer of real property executed by an agent empowered by a 
power of attorney governed by Chapter 32C of the General Statutes, the 
power of attorney or a certified copy of the power of attorney shall be 
registered in the office of the register of deeds of the county in which the 
principal is domiciled or where the real property lies. If the principal is not a 
resident of North Carolina, the power of attorney or a certified copy of the 
power of attorney may be recorded in any county in the State wherein the 
principal owns real property or has a significant business reason for 
registering in the county.

(2)	 If the real property lies in more than one county or in a county other than 
where the principal is domiciled, the power of attorney or a certified copy of 
the power of attorney shall be registered in the office of the register of deeds 
in one of the counties, and the instrument of transfer shall refer to the 
recordation specifically by reference to the book, page, and county where 
recorded.

(3)	 Any instrument subject to the provisions of G.S. 47‑17.2, 47‑18, or 47‑20 
and signed by an agent and recorded in a county other than the county where 
a power of attorney is recorded in this State shall include the recording 
information, including book, page, and county for the power of attorney.

(4)	 The failure to comply with the provisions of this subsection shall not affect 
the sufficiency, validity, or enforceability of the instrument but shall 
constitute an infraction.

(b)	 If the instrument of conveyance is recorded prior to the registration of the power of 
attorney or a certified copy of the power of attorney pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, 
the power of attorney or a certified copy of the power of attorney may be registered in the 
office of the register of deeds as provided in subsection (a) of this section thereafter provided 
that the agent was empowered at the time of the original conveyance. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of subsection (a) of this section, no conveyance shall be rendered invalid by the 
recordation of the power of attorney or a certified copy of the power of attorney after the 
instrument of conveyance, and the registration shall relate back to the date and time of 
registration of the instrument of conveyance.

(c)	 The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall apply to all real property 
transfers utilizing an authority under any power of attorney whether made on or after April 1, 
2013, and the provisions of subsection (b) of this section shall apply to all real property 
transfers utilizing an authority under any power of attorney whether made before, on, or after 
April 1, 2013.  (Code, s. 1249; 1899, c. 235, s. 15; Rev., s. 987; C.S., s. 3317; 2013‑204, s. 
1.15; 2017‑153, s. 2.2.)


