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§ 163‑278.17.  Statements of media outlets regarding political advertising.
(a)	 Each media outlet shall require written authority for each expenditure from each 

candidate, treasurer or individual making or authorizing an expenditure. A candidate may 
authorize advertisement paid for by a treasurer appointed by the candidate. All written 
authorizations of expenditures signed by a candidate, treasurer or individual shall be deemed 
public records and copies of those written authorizations shall be available for inspection during 
normal business hours at the office(s) of the media outlet making the publication or broadcast 
nearest to the place(s) of publication or broadcast.

(b)	 Each media outlet shall require written authority for each independent expenditure or 
electioneering communication from each individual, person, or entity making or authorizing an 
independent expenditure or electioneering communication. All written authorizations of 
independent expenditures or electioneering communications shall be deemed public records, and 
copies of those written authorizations shall be available for inspection during normal business 
hours at the office(s) of the media outlet making the publication or broadcast nearest to the 
place(s) of publication or broadcast. The written authorization shall include all of the following:

(1)	 The name and address of the individual, person, or entity making the 
independent expenditure or electioneering communication.

(2)	 The information required by G.S. 163‑278.39(a), provided however that the 
provisions of G.S. 163‑278.39(a)(7) and (a)(8) shall not apply to radio or 
television advertising.  (1973, c. 1272, s. 1; 1975, c. 565, s. 3; 1979, c. 500, ss. 
5, 6; c. 1073, s. 9; 1985, c. 183, ss. 1, 2; 2010‑170, s. 4; 2017‑6, s. 3; 2018‑146, 
s. 3.1(a), (b).)


