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§ 161‑50.4.  Eligibility.
(a)	 Each county register of deeds who has retired with at least 12 years eligible service as 

register of deeds from the Local Governmental Employees' Retirement System or an equivalent 
locally sponsored plan before June 30, 1988, and those who retire on or after June 30, 1988, but 
before July 1, 1991, and who have completed at least 12 years of eligible service as register of 
deeds is entitled to receive a monthly pension under this Article, beginning July 1, 1988. 
Effective July 1, 1991, each county register of deeds who retires with at least 10 years of eligible 
service as register of deeds is entitled to receive a monthly pension under this Article.

(a1)	 Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, effective January 1, 
1996, any county register of deeds who separates from service as register of deeds after 
completing at least 10 years of eligible service as register of deeds, but who does not commence 
retirement with the Local Governmental Employees' Retirement System, shall have the right to 
receive a monthly pension under this Article payable upon retirement with the Local 
Governmental Employees' Retirement System.

(a2)	 Each county register of deeds who is not eligible to retire with the Local 
Governmental Employees' Retirement System solely because the county has not elected to 
participate as an employer with the Local Governmental Employees' Retirement System and who 
has either (i) attained the age of 65, (ii) attained 30 years of creditable service regardless of age, or 
(iii) attained the age of 60 with not less than 25 years of creditable service, and who has 
completed at least 10 years of creditable service as a register of deeds is entitled to receive a 
monthly pension under this Article, provided that register of deeds is not eligible to receive any 
retirement benefits from any State or locally sponsored plan.

(b)	 Each eligible retired register of deeds as defined in subsection (a), (a1), or (a2) of this 
section relating to service and retirement status shall be entitled to receive a monthly pension 
under this Article beginning with the month of retirement.

(c)	 A county register of deeds who is otherwise eligible to receive a monthly pension 
under this Article shall cease to be eligible upon forfeiture of any retirement benefits under 
G.S. 128‑38.4 or G.S. 128‑38.4A.  (1987, c. 792, s. 1; 1991, c. 443, s. 1; 1995, c. 259, s. 1; 
1998‑147, s. 1; 2007‑245, s. 2; 2018‑84, s. 2(c).)


