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§ 15A‑1471.  Preservation of files and evidence; production of files and evidence; forensic 
and DNA testing.

(a)	 Upon receiving written notice from the Commission of a Commission inquiry, the 
State shall preserve all files and evidence subject to disclosure under G.S. 15A‑903. Once the 
Commission provides written notice to the State that the Commission's inquiry is complete, the 
duty to preserve under this section shall cease; however, other preservation requirements may 
be applicable.

(b)	 The Commission is entitled to a copy of all records preserved under subsection (a) 
of this section, including access to inspect and examine all physical evidence.

(c)	 Upon request of the Commission, the State shall transfer custody of physical 
evidence to the Commission's Director, or the Director's designee, for forensic and DNA 
testing. The Commission shall preserve evidence in a manner reasonably calculated to prevent 
contamination or degradation of any biological evidence that might be present, while subject to 
a continuous chain of custody and securely retained with sufficient official documentation to 
locate the evidence. At or prior to the completion of the Commission's inquiry, the Commission 
shall return all remaining evidence.

(d)	 The Commission shall have the right to subject physical evidence to forensic and 
DNA testing, including consumption of biological material, as necessary for the Commission's 
inquiry. If testing complies with FBI requirements and the data meets NDIS criteria, profiles 
obtained from the testing shall be searched and uploaded to CODIS. The Commission shall 
incur all costs associated with ensuring compliance with FBI requirements and NDIS criteria.  
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