
G.S. 15A-1331.2	 Page 1

§ 15A‑1331.2.  Prayer for judgment continued for a period of time that exceeds 12 months 
is an improper disposition of a Class B1, B2, C, D, or E felony.

The court shall not dispose of any criminal action that is a Class B1, B2, C, D, or E felony 
by ordering a prayer for judgment continued that exceeds 12 months. If the court orders a 
prayer for judgment continued in any criminal action that is a Class B1, B2, C, D, or E felony, 
the court shall include as a condition that the State shall pray judgment within a specific period 
of time not to exceed 12 months. At the time the State prays judgment, or 12 months from the 
date of the prayer for judgment continued order, whichever is earlier, the court shall enter a 
final judgment unless the court finds that it is in the interest of justice to continue the order for 
prayer for judgment continued. If the court continues the order for prayer for judgment 
continued, the order shall be continued for a specific period of time not to exceed 12 months. 
The court shall not continue a prayer for judgment continued order for more than one 
additional 12‑month period.  (2012‑149, s. 11; 2012‑194, s. 45(e).)


