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§ 143B‑1371.  Communications services for local governmental entities and other entities.
(a)	 The State CIO shall provide cities, counties, and other local governmental entities 

with access to communications systems or services established by the Department under this 
Part for State agencies. Access shall be provided on the same cost basis that applies to State 
agencies.

(b)	 The State CIO shall establish broadband communications services and permit, in 
addition to State agencies, cities, counties, and other local government entities, the following 
organizations and entities to share on a not‑for‑profit basis:

(1)	 Nonprofit educational institutions as defined in G.S. 116‑280.
(2)	 MCNC and research affiliates of MCNC for use only in connection with 

research activities sponsored or funded, in whole or in part, by MCNC, if 
such research activities relate to health care or education in North Carolina.

(3)	 Agencies of the United States government operating in North Carolina for 
use only in connection with activities that relate to health care, education, or 
FirstNet in North Carolina.

(4)	 Hospitals, clinics, and other health care facilities for use only in connection 
with activities that relate to health care, education, or FirstNet in North 
Carolina.

(c)	 Any communications or broadband telecommunications services provided pursuant 
to this section shall not be provided in a manner that would cause the State or the Department 
to be classified as a public utility as that term is defined in G.S. 62‑3(23)a.6., nor as a retailer as 
that term is defined in G.S. 105‑164.3. Nor shall the State or the Department engage in any 
activities that may cause those entities to be classified as a common carrier as that term is 
defined in the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. § 153(11). Provided further, authority to 
share communications services with the non‑State agencies set forth in subdivisions (1) through 
(4) of subsection (b) of this section shall terminate not later than one year from the effective 
date of a tariff for such service or federal law that preempts this section.  (2015‑241, s. 
7A.2(b).)


