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Part 2B. Regional Social Services Departments.

§ 108A‑15.7.  Creation of regional social services departments.
(a)	 A regional social services department, including more than one county, may be 

formed upon agreement of the county boards of commissioners and, if applicable, either the 
county board of social services or consolidated human services board having jurisdiction over 
each of the counties involved.

(b)	 A regional social services department may incorporate all programs and services 
offered by the county departments or it may include only selected programs and services.

(c)	 A county may join an existing regional social services department upon agreement 
of the boards of commissioners having jurisdiction over each of the counties included in the 
region as well as the board of county commissioners and, if applicable, either the county board 
of social services or consolidated human services having jurisdiction over the county 
department seeking to join the regional department.

(d)	 The regional social services departments may include more than one judicial 
district. To promote judicial efficiency, a regional social services department shall make every 
effort to include complete judicial districts rather than dividing a judicial district across 
departments.

(e)	 The regional social services department shall have centralized administrative 
operations that are geographically located in one county but maintain a physical presence for 
delivery of social services in every county served by the region.

(f)	 A county that joins a regional social services department shall be required to 
contribute financially to the regional department pursuant to rules adopted by the Commission.

(g)	 A regional social services department shall be a public authority as defined in 
G.S. 159‑7(b)(10).  (2017‑41, s. 4.1.)


