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Article 1C.

Physicians and Hospital Reports.

§ 90‑21.20.  Reporting by physicians and hospitals of wounds, injuries and illnesses.
(a)	 Such cases of wounds, injuries or illnesses as are enumerated in subsection (b) shall be 

reported as soon as it becomes practicable before, during or after completion of treatment of a 
person suffering such wounds, injuries, or illnesses. If such case is treated in a hospital, sanitarium 
or other medical institution or facility, such report shall be made by the Director, Administrator, or 
other person designated by the Director or Administrator, or if such case is treated elsewhere, such 
report shall be made by the physician or surgeon treating the case, to the chief of police or the 
police authorities of the city or town of this State in which the hospital or other institution, or place 
of treatment is located. If such hospital or other institution or place of treatment is located outside 
the corporate limits of a city or town, then the report shall be made by the proper person in the 
manner set forth above to the sheriff of the respective county or to one of his deputies.

(b)	 Cases of wounds, injuries or illnesses which shall be reported by physicians, and 
hospitals include every case of a bullet wound, gunshot wound, powder burn or any other injury 
arising from or caused by, or appearing to arise from or be caused by, the discharge of a gun or 
firearm, every case of illness apparently caused by poisoning, every case of a wound or injury 
caused, or apparently caused, by a knife or sharp or pointed instrument if it appears to the physician 
or surgeon treating the case that a criminal act was involved, and every case of a wound, injury or 
illness in which there is grave bodily harm or grave illness if it appears to the physician or surgeon 
treating the case that the wound, injury or illness resulted from a criminal act of violence.

(c)	 Each report made pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) above shall state the name of the 
wounded, ill or injured person, if known, and the age, sex, race, residence or present location, if 
known, and the character and extent of his injuries.

(c1)	 In addition to the reporting requirements of subsection (b) of this section, cases 
involving recurrent illness or serious physical injury to any child under the age of 18 years where 
the illness or injury appears, in the physician's professional judgment, to be the result of 
non‑accidental trauma shall be reported by the physician as soon as it becomes practicable before, 
during, or after completion of treatment. If the case is treated in a hospital, sanitarium, or other 
medical institution or facility, the report shall be made by the Director, Administrator, or other 
person designated by the Director or Administrator of the medical institution or facility, or if the 
case is treated elsewhere, the report shall be made by the physician or surgeon treating the case to 
the chief of police or the police authorities of the city or town in this State in which the hospital or 
other institution or place of treatment is located. If the hospital or other institution or place of 
treatment is located outside the corporate limits of a city or town, then the report shall be made by 
the proper person in the manner set forth above to the sheriff of the respective county or to one of 
the sheriff's deputies. This reporting requirement is in addition to the duty set forth in G.S. 7B‑301 
to report child abuse, neglect, dependence, or the death of any juvenile as the result of maltreatment 
to the director of the department of social services in the county where the juvenile resides or is 
found.

(d)	 Any hospital, sanitarium, or other like institution or Director, Administrator, or other 
designated person, or physician or surgeon participating in good faith in the making of a report 
pursuant to this section shall have immunity from any liability, civil or criminal, that might 
otherwise be incurred or imposed as the result of the making of such report.  (1971, c. 4; 1977, c. 
31; c. 843, s. 2; 2008‑179, s. 1.)
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§ 90‑21.20A.  Reporting by physicians of pilots' mental or physical disabilities or infirmities.
(a)	 A physician who reports to a government agency responsible for pilots' licenses or 

certificates or a government agency responsible for air safety that a pilot or an applicant for a pilot's 
license or certificate suffers from or probably suffers from a physical disability or infirmity that the 
physician believes will or reasonably could affect the person's ability to safely operate an aircraft 
shall have immunity, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed as the result of 
making such a report.

(b)	 A physician who gives testimony about a pilot's or an applicant's mental or physical 
disability or infirmity in any administrative hearing or other proceeding held to consider the 
issuance, renewal, revocation, or suspension of a pilot's license or certificate shall have immunity 
from any liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed as the result of 
such testimony. (1997‑464, s. 2.)

§ 90‑21.20B.  Access to and disclosure of medical information for certain purposes.
(a)	 Notwithstanding G.S. 8‑53 or any other provision of law, a health care provider may 

disclose to a law enforcement officer protected health information only to the extent that the 
information may be disclosed under the federal Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable 
Health Information, 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(f) and is not specifically prohibited from disclosure by 
other state or federal law.

(a1)	 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a person is involved in a vehicle crash:
(1)	 Any health care provider who is providing medical treatment to the person 

shall, upon request, disclose to any law enforcement officer investigating the 
crash the following information about the person: name, current location, and 
whether the person appears to be impaired by alcohol, drugs, or another 
substance.

(2)	 Law enforcement officers shall be provided access to visit and interview the 
person upon request, except when the health care provider requests temporary 
privacy for medical reasons.

(3)	 A health care provider shall disclose a certified copy of all identifiable health 
information related to that person as specified in a search warrant or an order 
issued by a judicial official.

(b)	 A prosecutor or law enforcement officer receiving identifiable health information 
under this section shall not disclose this information to others except as necessary to the 
investigation or otherwise allowed by law.

(c)	 A certified copy of identifiable health information, if relevant, shall be admissible in 
any hearing or trial without further authentication.

(d)	 As used in this section, "health care provider" has the same meaning as in G.S. 
90‑21.11.

(e)	 Notwithstanding G.S. 8‑53 or any other provision of law, a health care provider may 
disclose protected health information for purposes of treatment, payment, or health care operations 
to the extent that disclosure is permitted under 45 C.F.R. § 164.506 and is not specifically 
prohibited by other state or federal law. As used in this subsection, "treatment, payment, or health 
care operations" are as defined in the Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health 
Information. (2006‑253, s. 17; 2007‑115, s. 3.)

§ 90‑21.21:  Repealed by Session Laws 1979, c.  529, s. 1.


