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Article 27.

Authority over Parents of Juveniles Adjudicated Delinquent or Undisciplined.

§ 7B‑2700.  Appearance in court.
The parent, guardian, or custodian of a juvenile under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court shall 

attend the hearings of which the parent, guardian, or custodian receives notice. The court may 
excuse the appearance of either or both parents or the guardian or custodian at a particular hearing 
or all hearings. Unless so excused, the willful failure of a parent, guardian, or custodian to attend a 
hearing of which the parent, guardian, or custodian has notice shall be grounds for contempt. 
(1998‑202, s. 6.)

§ 7B‑2701.  Parental responsibility classes.
The court may order the parent, guardian, or custodian of a juvenile who has been adjudicated 

undisciplined or delinquent to attend parental responsibility classes if those classes are available in 
the judicial district in which the parent, guardian, or custodian resides. (1998‑202, s. 6.)

§ 7B‑2702.  Medical, surgical, psychiatric, or psychological evaluation or treatment of 
juvenile or parent.

(a)	 If the court orders medical, surgical, psychiatric, psychological, or other evaluation or 
treatment pursuant to G.S. 7B‑2502, the court may order the parent or other responsible parties to 
pay the cost of the treatment or care ordered.

(b)	 At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing, if the court finds that it is in the 
best interests of the juvenile for the parent to be directly involved in the juvenile's evaluation or 
treatment, the court may order that person to participate in medical, psychiatric, psychological, or 
other evaluation or treatment of the juvenile. The cost of the evaluation or treatment shall be paid 
pursuant to G.S. 7B‑2502.

(c)	 At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing, the court may determine whether 
the best interests of the juvenile require that the parent undergo psychiatric, psychological, or other 
evaluation or treatment or counseling directed toward remedying behaviors or conditions that led 
to or contributed to the juvenile's adjudication or to the court's decision to remove custody of the 
juvenile from the parent. If the court finds that the best interests of the juvenile require the parent 
undergo evaluation or treatment, it may order that person to comply with a plan of evaluation or 
treatment approved by the court or condition legal custody or physical placement of the juvenile 
with the parent upon that person's compliance with the plan of evaluation or treatment.

(d)	 In cases in which the court has ordered the parent of the juvenile to comply with or 
undergo evaluation or treatment, the court may order the parent to pay the cost of evaluation or 
treatment ordered pursuant to this subsection. In cases in which the court has conditioned legal 
custody or physical placement of the juvenile with the parent upon the parent's compliance with a 
plan of evaluation or treatment, the court may charge the cost of the evaluation or treatment to the 
county of the juvenile's residence if the court finds the parent is unable to pay the cost of the 
evaluation or treatment. In all other cases, if the court finds the parent is unable to pay the cost of 
the evaluation or treatment ordered pursuant to this subsection, the court may order the parent to 
receive evaluation or treatment currently available from the area mental health program that serves 
the parent's catchment area. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 469, s. 19; 1983, c. 837, ss. 2, 3; 1985, c. 
589, s. 5; c. 777, s. 1; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 863, s. 2; 1987, c. 598, s. 2; 1989, c. 218; c. 529, s. 
7; 1991, c. 636, s. 19(a); 1995, c. 328, s. 2; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 609, ss. 3, 4; 1997‑456, s. 1; 
1997‑516, s. 1A; 1998‑202, s. 6; 1998‑229, s. 6.)
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§ 7B‑2703.  Compliance with orders of court.
(a)	 The court may order the parent, guardian, or custodian, to the extent that person is able 

to do so, to provide transportation for a juvenile to keep an appointment with a juvenile court 
counselor or to comply with other orders of the court.

(b)	 The court may order a parent, guardian, or custodian to cooperate with and assist the 
juvenile in complying with the terms and conditions of probation or other orders of the court. 
(1998‑202, s. 6; 2001‑490, s. 2.30.)

§ 7B‑2704.  Payment of support or other expenses; assignment of insurance coverage.
At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing, if the court finds that the parent is able to 

do so, the court may order the parent to:
(1)	 Pay a reasonable sum that will cover in whole or in part the support of the 

juvenile. If the court requires the payment of child support, the amount of the 
payments shall be determined as provided in G.S. 50‑13.4;

(2)	 Pay a fee for probation supervision or residential facility costs;
(3)	 Assign private insurance coverage to cover medical costs while the juvenile is 

in secure detention, youth development center, or other out‑of‑home placement; 
and

(4)	 Pay appointed attorneys' fees.
All money paid by a parent pursuant to this section shall be paid into the office of the clerk of 

superior court.
If the court places a juvenile in the custody of a county department of social services and if the 

court finds that the parent is unable to pay the cost of the support required by the juvenile, the cost 
shall be paid by the county department of social services in whose custody the juvenile is placed, 
provided the juvenile is not receiving care in an institution owned or operated by the State or 
federal government or any subdivision thereof. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 469, s. 19; 1983, c. 837, 
ss. 2, 3; 1985, c. 589, s. 5; c. 777, s. 1; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 863, s. 2; 1987, c. 598, s. 2; 1989, 
c. 218; c. 529, s. 7; 1991, c. 636, s. 19(a); 1995, c. 328, s. 2; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 609, ss. 3, 4; 
1997‑456, s. 1; 1997‑516, s. 1A; 1998‑202, s. 6; 1998‑229, s. 6; 2000‑144, s. 24; 2001‑95, s. 5.)

§ 7B‑2705.  Employment discrimination unlawful.
No employer may discharge, demote, or deny a promotion or other benefit of employment to 

any employee because the employee complies with the provisions of this Article. The 
Commissioner of Labor shall enforce the provisions of this section according to Article 21 of 
Chapter 95 of the General Statutes, including the rules and regulations issued pursuant to that 
Article. (1998‑202, s. 6.)

§ 7B‑2706.  Contempt for failure to comply.
Upon motion of the juvenile court counselor or prosecutor or upon the court's own motion, the 

court may issue an order directing the parent, guardian, or custodian to appear and show cause why 
the parent, guardian, or custodian should not be found or held in civil or criminal contempt for 
willfully failing to comply with an order of the court. Chapter 5A of the General Statutes shall 
govern contempt proceedings initiated pursuant to this Article. (1998‑202, s. 6; 2001‑490, s. 2.31.)


