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Article 16.

Jurisdiction.

§ 7B‑1600.  Jurisdiction over undisciplined juveniles.
(a)	 The court has exclusive, original jurisdiction over any case involving a juvenile who is 

alleged to be undisciplined. For purposes of determining jurisdiction, the age of the juvenile at the 
time of the alleged offense governs.

(b)	 When the court obtains jurisdiction over a juvenile under this section, jurisdiction shall 
continue until terminated by order of the court, the juvenile reaches the age of 18 years, or the 
juvenile is emancipated.

(c)	 The court has jurisdiction over the parent, guardian, or custodian of a juvenile who is 
under the jurisdiction of the court pursuant to this section, if the parent, guardian, or custodian has 
been served with a summons pursuant to G.S. 7B‑1805. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1983, c. 837, s. 1; 1985, 
c. 459, s. 2; 1987, c. 409, s. 2; 1995, c. 328, s. 3; c. 462, s. 2; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 23.2(c); 
1998‑202, s. 6.)

§ 7B‑1601.  Jurisdiction over delinquent juveniles.
(a)	 The court has exclusive, original jurisdiction over any case involving a juvenile who is 

alleged to be delinquent. For purposes of determining jurisdiction, the age of the juvenile at the 
time of the alleged offense governs.

(b)	 When the court obtains jurisdiction over a juvenile alleged to be delinquent for an 
offense committed prior to the juvenile reaching the age of 16 years, jurisdiction shall continue 
until terminated by order of the court or until the juvenile reaches the age of 18 years, except as 
provided otherwise in this Article.

(b1)	 When the court obtains jurisdiction over a juvenile alleged to be delinquent for an 
offense committed while the juvenile was at least 16 years of age but less than 17 years of age, 
jurisdiction shall continue until terminated by order of the court or until the juvenile reaches the 
age of 19 years, except as provided otherwise in this Article. If the offense was committed while 
the juvenile was at least 17 years of age, jurisdiction shall continue until terminated by order of the 
court or until the juvenile reaches the age of 20 years, except as provided otherwise in this Article.

(c)	 When delinquency proceedings for a juvenile alleged to be delinquent for an offense 
committed prior to the juvenile reaching the age of 16 years cannot be concluded before the 
juvenile reaches the age of 18 years, the court retains jurisdiction for the sole purpose of 
conducting proceedings pursuant to Article 22 of this Chapter and either transferring the case to 
superior court for trial as an adult or dismissing the petition.

(c1)	 When delinquency proceedings for a juvenile alleged to be delinquent for an offense 
committed while the juvenile was at least 16 years of age but less than 17 years of age cannot be 
concluded before the juvenile reaches the age of 19 years, the court retains jurisdiction for the sole 
purpose of conducting proceedings pursuant to Article 22 of this Chapter and either transferring the 
case to superior court for trial as an adult or dismissing the petition. When delinquency proceedings 
for a juvenile alleged to be delinquent for an offense committed while the juvenile was at least 17 
years of age cannot be concluded before the juvenile reaches the age of 20 years, the court retains 
jurisdiction for the sole purpose of conducting proceedings pursuant to Article 22 of this Chapter 
and either transferring the case to superior court for trial as an adult or dismissing the petition.

(d)	 When the court has not obtained jurisdiction over a juvenile before the juvenile reaches 
the age of 18, for a felony and any related misdemeanors the juvenile allegedly committed on or 
after the juvenile's thirteenth birthday and prior to the juvenile's sixteenth birthday, the court has 



NC General Statutes - Chapter 7B Article 16	 2

jurisdiction for the sole purpose of conducting proceedings pursuant to Article 22 of this Chapter 
and either transferring the case to superior court for trial as an adult or dismissing the petition.

(d1)	 When the court has not obtained jurisdiction over a juvenile before the juvenile reaches 
the age of 19, for a felony and related misdemeanors the juvenile allegedly committed while the 
juvenile was at least 16 years of age but less than 17 years of age, the court has jurisdiction for the 
sole purpose of conducting proceedings pursuant to Article 22 of this Chapter and either 
transferring the case to superior court for trial as an adult or dismissing the petition. When the court 
has not obtained jurisdiction over a juvenile before the juvenile reaches the age of 20, for a felony 
and related misdemeanors the juvenile allegedly committed while the juvenile was at least 17 years 
of age but less than 18 years of age, the court has jurisdiction for the sole purpose of conducting 
proceedings pursuant to Article 22 of this Chapter and either transferring the case to superior court 
for trial as an adult or dismissing the petition.

(e)	 The court has jurisdiction over delinquent juveniles in the custody of the Division and 
over proceedings to determine whether a juvenile who is under the post‑release supervision of the 
juvenile court counselor has violated the terms of the juvenile's post‑release supervision.

(f)	 The court has jurisdiction over persons 18 years of age or older who are under the 
extended jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

(g)	 The court has jurisdiction over the parent, guardian, or custodian of a juvenile who is 
under the jurisdiction of the court pursuant to this section if the parent, guardian, or custodian has 
been served with a summons pursuant to G.S. 7B‑1805.  (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1983, c. 837, s. 1; 1985, 
c. 459, s. 2; 1987, c. 409, s. 2; 1995, c. 328, s. 3; c. 462, s. 2; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 23.2(c); 
1998‑202, s. 6; 2000‑137, s. 3; 2001‑490, s. 2.2; 2011‑145, s. 19.1(l); 2017‑57, s. 16D.4(b); 
2018‑142, s. 23(b); 2021‑123, s. 1(b).)

§ 7B‑1602.  Extended jurisdiction over a delinquent juvenile under certain circumstances.
(a)	 When a juvenile is committed to the Division for placement in a youth development 

center for an offense that would be first degree murder pursuant to G.S. 14‑17, first‑degree forcible 
rape pursuant to G.S. 14‑27.21, first‑degree statutory rape pursuant to G.S. 14‑27.24, first‑degree 
forcible sexual offense pursuant to G.S. 14‑27.26, or first‑degree statutory sexual offense pursuant 
to G.S. 14‑27.29 if committed by an adult, jurisdiction shall continue until terminated by order of 
the court or until the juvenile reaches the age of 21 years, whichever occurs first.

(b)	 When a juvenile is committed to the Division for placement in a youth development 
center for an offense committed under the age of 16 that would be a Class B1, B2, C, D, or E felony 
if committed by an adult, other than an offense set forth in subsection (a) of this section, 
jurisdiction shall continue until terminated by order of the court or until the juvenile reaches the 
age of 19 years, whichever occurs first.

(c)	 When a juvenile is committed to the Division for placement in a youth development 
center for an offense committed while the juvenile was at least 16 years of age but less than 17 
years of age that would be a Class B1, B2, C, D, or E felony if committed by an adult, other than an 
offense set forth in subsection (a) of this section, jurisdiction shall continue until terminated by 
order of the court or until the juvenile reaches the age of 20 years, whichever occurs first.

(d)	 When a juvenile is committed to the Division for placement in a youth development 
center for an offense committed while at least 17 years of age that would be a Class B1, B2, C, D, or 
E felony if committed by an adult, other than an offense set forth in subsection (a) of this section, 
jurisdiction shall continue until terminated by order of the court or until the juvenile reaches the 
age of 21 years, whichever occurs first.  (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 469, s. 4; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., 
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c. 18, s. 23.2(d); 1998‑202, s. 6; 2000‑137, s. 3; 2001‑95, s. 5; 2011‑145, s. 19.1(l); 2015‑181, s. 25; 
2021‑123, s. 1(c).)

§ 7B‑1603.  Jurisdiction in certain circumstances.
The court has exclusive original jurisdiction of all of the following proceedings:

(1)	 Proceedings under the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children set 
forth in Article 38 of this Chapter.

(2)	 Proceedings involving judicial consent for emergency surgical or medical 
treatment for a juvenile when the juvenile's parent, guardian, custodian, or 
person who has assumed the status and obligation of a parent without being 
awarded legal custody of the juvenile by a court refuses to consent for treatment 
to be rendered.

(3)	 Proceedings to determine whether a juvenile should be emancipated.
(4)	 Proceedings in which a juvenile has been ordered pursuant to G.S. 5A‑32(b) to 

appear and show cause why the juvenile should not be held in contempt. (1979, 
c. 815, s. 1; 1983, c. 837, s. 1; 1985, c. 459, s. 2; 1987, c. 409, s. 2; 1995, c. 328, 
s. 3; c. 462, s. 2; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 23.2(c); 1998‑202, s. 6; 2007‑168, 
s. 3.)

§ 7B‑1604.  Limitations on juvenile court jurisdiction.
(a)	 Any juvenile, including a juvenile who is under the jurisdiction of the court, who 

commits a criminal offense on or after the juvenile has reached the age of 18 years is subject to 
prosecution as an adult. A juvenile who is emancipated shall be prosecuted as an adult for the 
commission of a criminal offense.

(b)	 A juvenile shall be prosecuted as an adult for any criminal offense the juvenile commits 
after a district or superior court conviction if either of the following applies:

(1)	 The juvenile has previously been transferred to and convicted in superior court.
(2)	 The juvenile has previously been convicted in either district or superior court 

for a felony or a misdemeanor. Violations of the motor vehicle laws punishable 
as a misdemeanor or infraction shall not be considered a conviction for the 
purposes of this subsection unless the conviction is for an offense involving 
impaired driving as defined by G.S. 20‑4.01(24a).  (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 
469, s. 4; 1983, c. 837, s. 1; 1985, c. 459, s. 2; 1987, c. 409, s. 2; 1995, c. 328, s. 
3; c. 462, s. 2; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 23.2(c); 1998‑202, s. 6; 2017‑57, s. 
16D.4(c); 2018‑142, s. 23(b); 2019‑186, s. 2.)

§ 7B‑1605.  Jurisdiction over certain delinquent juveniles.
When concurrent jurisdiction has been established pursuant to G.S. 104‑11.1(b), the court has 

exclusive original jurisdiction over any case involving a juvenile who is alleged to be delinquent as 
the result of an act committed within the boundaries of a military installation that is a crime or 
infraction under State law.  (2022‑73, s. 5(b).)


