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Article 9. 

Special Assessments. 

§ 153A‑185.  Authority to make special assessments.
A county may make special assessments against benefited property within the county for all or 

part of the costs of:
(1)	 Constructing, reconstructing, extending, or otherwise building or improving 

water systems;
(2)	 Constructing, reconstructing, extending, or otherwise building or improving 

sewage collection and disposal systems of all types, including septic tank 
systems or other on‑site collection or disposal facilities or systems;

(3)	 Acquiring, constructing, reconstructing, extending, renovating, enlarging, 
maintaining, operating, or otherwise building or improving
a.	 Beach erosion control or flood and hurricane protection works; and
b.	 Watershed improvement projects, drainage projects and water resources 

development projects (as those projects are defined in G.S. 153A‑301).
(4)	 Constructing, reconstructing, paving, widening, installing curbs and gutters, 

and otherwise building and improving streets, as provided in G.S. 153A‑205.
(5)	 Providing street lights and street lighting in a residential subdivision, as 

provided in G.S. 153A‑206.
A county may not assess property within a city pursuant to subdivision (1) or (2) of this section 
unless the governing board of the city has by resolution approved the project. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 
1965, c. 714; 1969, c. 474, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1975, c. 487, s. 1; 1979, c. 619, s. 11; 1983, c. 
321, s. 1; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 923, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑186.  Bases for making assessments.
(a)	 For water or sewer projects, assessments may be made on the basis of:

(1)	 The frontage abutting on the project, at an equal rate per foot of frontage; or
(2)	 The street frontage of the lots served, or subject to being served, by the project, 

at an equal rate per foot of frontage; or
(3)	 The area of land served, or subject to being served, by the project, at an equal 

rate per unit of area; or
(4)	 The valuation of land served, or subject to being served, by the project, being 

the value of the land without improvements as shown on the tax records of the 
county, at an equal rate per dollar of valuation; or

(5)	 The number of lots served, or subject to being served, by the project when the 
project involves extension of an existing system to a residential or commercial 
subdivision, at an equal rate per lot; or

(6)	 A combination of two or more of these bases.
(b)	 For beach erosion control or flood and hurricane protection works, watershed 

improvement projects, drainage projects and water resources development projects, assessments 
may be made on the basis of:

(1)	 The frontage abutting on the project, at an equal rate per foot of frontage; or
(2)	 The frontage abutting on a beach or shoreline or watercourse protected or 

benefited by the project, at an equal rate per foot of frontage; or
(3)	 The area of land benefited by the project, at an equal rate per unit of area; or
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(4)	 The valuation of land benefited by the project, being the value of the land 
without improvements as shown on the tax records of the county, at an equal 
rate per dollar of valuation; or

(5)	 A combination of two or more of these bases.
(c)	 Whenever the basis selected for assessment is either area or  valuation, the board of 

commissioners shall provide for the laying out of one or more benefit zones according (i), in water 
or sewer projects, to the distance of benefited property from the project being undertaken and (ii), 
in beach erosion control or flood and hurricane protection works, watershed improvement projects, 
drainage projects and water resources development projects, to the distance from the shoreline or 
watercourse, the distance from the project, the elevation of the land, or other relevant factors. If 
more than one benefit zone is established, the board shall establish differing rates of assessment to 
apply uniformly throughout each benefit zone.

(d)	 For each project, the board of commissioners shall endeavor to  establish an assessment 
method from among the bases set out in this section that will most accurately assess each lot or 
parcel of land according to the benefit conferred upon it by the project. The board's decision as to 
the method of assessment is final and not subject to further review or challenge. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 
1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1983, c. 321, ss. 2, 3.)

§ 153A‑187.  Corner lot exemptions.
The board of commissioners may establish schedules of exemptions from assessments for 

water or sewer projects for corner lots when water or sewer lines are installed along both sides of 
the lots. A schedule of exemptions shall be based on categories of land use (residential, 
commercial, industrial, and agricultural) and shall be uniform for each category. A schedule may 
not allow exemption of more than seventy‑five percent (75%) of the frontage of any side of a 
corner lot, or 150 feet, whichever is greater. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑188.  Lands exempt from assessment.
Except as provided in this Article, no land within a county is exempt from special assessments 

except land belonging to the United States that is exempt under the provisions of federal statutes 
and, in the case of water or sewer projects, land within any floodway delineated by a local 
government pursuant to Chapter 143, Article 21, Part 6. In addition, in the case of water or sewer 
projects, land owned, leased, or controlled by a railroad company is exempt from assessments by a 
county to the same extent that it would be exempt from assessments by a city under G.S. 160A‑222. 
(1963, c. 958, s. 1; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑189.  State participation in improvement projects.
If a county proposes to undertake a project that would benefit land owned by the State of North 

Carolina or a board, agency, commission, or institution of the State and to finance all or a part of the 
project by special assessments, the board of commissioners may request the Council of State to 
authorize the State to pay its ratable part of the cost of the project, and the Council of State may 
authorize these payments. The Council of State may authorize the Secretary of Administration to 
approve or disapprove requests from counties for payment pursuant to this section, but a county 
may appeal to the Council of State if the Secretary disapproves a request. The Council of State may 
direct that any payment authorized pursuant to this section be made from the Contingency and 
Emergency Fund of the State of North Carolina or from any other available funds. Except as State 
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payments are authorized pursuant to this section, state‑owned property is exempt from assessment 
under this Article. (1973, c. 822, s. 1; 1975, c. 879, s. 46.)

§ 153A‑190.  Preliminary resolution; contents.
Whenever the board of commissioners decides to finance all or part of a proposed project by 

special assessments, it shall first adopt a preliminary assessment resolution containing the 
following:

(1)	 A statement of intent to undertake the project;
(2)	 A general description of the nature and location of the project;
(3)	 A statement as to the proposed basis for making assessments,  which shall 

include a general description of the boundaries of the area benefited if the basis 
of assessment is either area or valuation;

(4)	 A statement as to the percentage of the cost of the work that is to be specially 
assessed;

(5)	 A statement as to which, if any, assessments shall be held in abeyance and for 
how long;

(6)	 A statement as to the proposed terms of payment of the assessment; and
(7)	 An order setting a time and place for a public hearing on all matters covered by 

the preliminary assessment resolution. The hearing shall be not earlier than 
three weeks and not later than 10 weeks from the day on which the preliminary 
resolution is adopted. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑191.  Notice of preliminary resolution.
At least 10 days before the date set for the public hearing, the board of commissioners shall 

publish a notice that a preliminary assessment resolution has been adopted and that a public 
hearing on it will be held at a specified time and place. The notice shall describe generally the 
nature and location of the improvement. In addition, at least 10 days before the date set for the 
hearing, the board shall cause a copy of the preliminary assessment resolution to be mailed by 
first‑class mail to each owner, as shown on the county tax records, of property subject to 
assessment if the project is undertaken. The person designated to mail these resolutions shall file 
with the board a certificate stating that they were mailed by first‑class mail and on what date. In the 
absence of fraud, the certificate is conclusive as to compliance with the mailing requirements of 
this section. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑192.  Hearing on preliminary resolution; assessment resolution.
At the public hearing, the board of commissioners shall hear all interested persons who appear 

with respect to any matter covered by the preliminary assessment resolution. At or after the 
hearing, the board may adopt a final assessment resolution directing that the project or portions 
thereof be undertaken. The final assessment resolution shall describe the project in general terms 
(which may be by reference to projects described in the preliminary resolution) and shall set forth 
the following:

(1)	 The basis on which the special assessments will be made, together with a 
general description of the boundaries of the areas benefited if the basis of 
assessment is either area or valuation;

(2)	 The percentage of the cost of the work that is to be specially assessed; and
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(3)	 The terms of payment, including the conditions, if any, under which 
assessments are to be held in abeyance.

The percentage of cost to be assessed may not be different from the percentage proposed in the 
preliminary assessment resolution, nor may the project authorized be greater in scope than the 
project described in that resolution. If the board decides that a different percentage of the cost 
should be assessed than that proposed in the preliminary assessment resolution, or that the project 
should be greater in scope than that described in that resolution, it shall adopt and advertise a new 
preliminary assessment resolution as provided in this Article. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 
1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑193.  Determination of costs.
When a project is complete, the board of commissioners shall determine the project's total cost. 

In determining total cost, the board may include construction costs, the cost of necessary legal 
services, the amount of interest paid during construction, the cost of rights‑of‑way, and the cost of 
publishing and mailing notices and resolutions. The board's determination of the total cost of a 
project is conclusive. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑193.1.  Discounts authorized.
The board of commissioners is authorized to establish a schedule of discounts to be applied to 

assessments paid before the expiration of 30 days from the date that notice is published of 
confirmation of the assessment roll pursuant to G.S. 153A‑196. Such a schedule of discounts may 
be established even though it was not included among the terms of payment as specified in the 
preliminary assessment resolution or final assessment resolution. The amount of any discount may 
not exceed thirty percent (30%). (1983, c. 381, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑194.  Preliminary assessment roll; publication.
When the total cost of a project has been determined, the board of commissioners shall cause a 

preliminary assessment roll to be prepared. The roll shall contain a brief description of each lot, 
parcel, or tract of land assessed, the basis for the assessment, the amount assessed against each, the 
terms of payment, including the schedule of discounts, if such a schedule is to be established and 
the name of the owner of each lot, parcel, or tract as far as this can be ascertained from the county 
tax records. A map of the project on which is shown each lot, parcel, or tract assessed, the basis of 
its assessment, the amount assessed against it, and the name of its owner as far as this can be 
ascertained from the county tax records is a sufficient assessment roll.

After the preliminary assessment roll has been completed, the board shall cause the roll to be 
filed in the clerk's office, where it shall be available for public inspection, and shall set the time and 
place for a public hearing on the roll. At least 10 days before the date set for the hearing, the board 
shall publish a notice that the preliminary assessment roll has been completed. The notice shall 
describe the project in general terms, note that the roll in the clerk's office is  available for 
inspection, and state the time and place for the hearing on the roll. In addition, at least 10 days 
before the date set for the hearing, the board shall cause a notice of the hearing to be mailed by 
first‑class mail to each owner of property listed on the roll. The mailed notice shall state the time 
and place of the hearing, note that the roll in the clerk's office is available for inspection, and state 
the amount as shown on the roll of the assessment against the property of the owner. The person 
designated to mail these notices shall file with the board a certificate stating that they were mailed 
by first‑class mail and on what date. In the absence of fraud, the certificate is conclusive as to 
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compliance with the mailing requirements of this section. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 
822, s. 1; 1983,  c. 381, s. 2.)

§ 153A‑195.  Hearing on preliminary assessment roll; revision; confirmation; lien.
At the public hearing the board of commissioners shall hear all interested persons who appear 

with respect to the preliminary assessment roll. At or after the hearing, the board shall annul, 
modify, or confirm the assessments, in whole or in part, either by confirming the preliminary 
assessments against any lot, parcel, or tract described in the preliminary assessment roll or by 
cancelling, increasing, or reducing the assessments as may be proper in compliance with the basis 
of assessment. If any property is found to be omitted from the preliminary assessment roll, the 
board may place it on the roll and make the proper assessment. When the board confirms 
assessments for a project, the clerk shall enter in the minutes of the board the date, hour, and minute 
of confirmation. From the time of confirmation, each assessment is a lien on the property assessed 
of the same nature and to the same extent as the lien for county or city property taxes, under the 
priorities set out in G.S. 153A‑200. After the assessment roll is confirmed, the board shall cause a 
copy of it to be delivered to the county tax collector for collection in the same manner (except as 
provided in this Article) as property taxes. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑196.  Publication of notice of confirmation of assessment roll.
No earlier than 20 days from the date the assessment roll is confirmed, the county tax collector 

shall publish once a notice that the roll has been confirmed. The notice shall also state that 
assessments may be paid without interest at any time before the expiration of 30 days from the date 
that the notice is published and that if they are not paid within this time, all installments thereof 
shall bear interest as determined by the board of commissioners. The notice shall also state the 
schedule of discounts, if one has been established, to be applied to assessments paid before the 
expiration date for payment of assessments without interest. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, 
c. 822, s. 1; 1983, c. 381, s. 3.)

§ 153A‑197.  Appeal to the General Court of Justice.
If the owner of, or any person having an interest in, a lot, parcel, or tract of land against which 

an assessment is made is dissatisfied with the amount of the assessment, he may, within 10 days 
after the day the assessment roll is confirmed, file a notice of appeal to the appropriate division of 
the General Court of Justice. He shall then have 20 days after the day the roll is confirmed to serve 
on the board of commissioners or the clerk a statement of facts upon which the appeal is based. The 
appeal shall be tried like other actions at law. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑198.  Reassessment.
When in its judgment an irregularity, omission, error, or lack of jurisdiction has occurred in any 

proceeding related to a special assessment made by it, the board of commissioners may set aside 
the assessment and make a reassessment. In that case, the board may include in the total project 
cost all additional interest paid, or to be paid, as a result of the delay in confirming the assessment. 
A reassessment proceeding shall, as far as practicable, follow the comparable procedures of an 
original assessment proceeding. A reassessment has the same force as if it originally had been 
made properly. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑199.  Payment of assessments in full or by installments.
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Within 30 days after the day that notice of confirmation of the assessment roll is published, 
each owner of assessed property shall pay his assessment in full, unless the board of commissioners 
has provided that assessments may be paid in annual installments. If payment by installments is 
permitted, any portion of an assessment not paid within the 30‑day period shall be paid in annual 
installments. The board shall in the assessment resolution determine whether payment may be 
made by annual installments and set the number of installments, which may not be more than 10. 
With respect to payment by installment, the board may provide

(1)	 That the first installment with interest is due on the date when property taxes are 
due, and one installment with interest is due on the same date in each successive 
year until the assessment is paid in full, or

(2)	 That the first installment with interest is due 60 days after the date that the 
assessment roll is confirmed, and one installment with interest is due on that 
same day in each successive year until the assessment is paid in full. (1963, c. 
985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑200.  Enforcement of assessments; interest; foreclosure; limitations.
(a)	 Any portion of an assessment that is not paid within 30 days after the day that notice of 

confirmation of the assessment roll is published shall, until paid, bear interest at a rate to be fixed in 
the assessment resolution. The maximum rate at which interest may be set is eight percent (8%) per 
annum.

(b)	 If an installment of an assessment is not paid on or before the due date, all of the 
installments remaining unpaid immediately become due, unless the board of commissioners 
waives acceleration. The board may waive acceleration and permit the property owner to pay all 
installments in arrears together with interest due thereon and the cost to the county of attempting to 
obtain payment. If this is done, any remaining installments shall be reinstated so that they fall due 
as if there had been no default. The board may waive acceleration and reinstate further installments 
at any time before foreclosure proceedings have been instituted.

(c)	 A county may foreclose assessment liens under any procedure provided by law for the 
foreclosure of property tax liens, except that (i) lien sales and lien sale certificates are not required 
and (ii) foreclosure may be begun at any time after 30 days after the due date. The county is not 
entitled to a deficiency judgment in an action to foreclose an assessment lien. The lien of special 
assessments is inferior to all prior and subsequent liens for State, local, and federal taxes, and 
superior to all other liens.

(d)	 No county may maintain an action or proceeding to foreclose any special assessment 
lien unless the action or proceeding is begun within 10 years from the date that the assessment or 
the earliest installment thereof included in the action or proceeding became due. Acceleration of 
installments under subsection (b) of this section does not have the effect of shortening the time 
within which foreclosure may be begun; in that event the statute of limitations continues to run as 
to each installment as if acceleration had not occurred. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 
822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑201.  Authority to hold assessments in abeyance.
The assessment resolution may provide that assessments made pursuant to this Article shall be 

held in abeyance without interest for any benefited property assessed. Water or sewer assessments 
may be held in abeyance until improvements on the assessed property are connected to the water or 
sewer system for which the assessment was made, or until a date certain not more than 10 years 
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from the date of confirmation of the assessment roll, whichever event occurs first. Beach erosion 
control or flood and hurricane protection assessments may be held in abeyance for not more than 
10 years from the date of confirmation of the assessment roll. When the period of abeyance ends, 
the assessment is payable in accordance with the terms set out in the assessment resolution.

If assessments are to be held in abeyance, the assessment resolution shall classify the property 
assessed according to general land use, location with respect to the water or sewer system (for 
water or sewer assessments), or other relevant factors. The resolution shall also provide that the 
period of abeyance shall be the same for all assessed property in the same class.

Statutes of limitations are suspended during the time that any assessment is held in abeyance 
without interest. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑202.  Assessments on property held by tenancy for life or years; contribution.
(a)	 Assessments upon real property in the possession or enjoyment of a tenant for life or a 

tenant for a term of years shall be paid pro rata by the tenant and the remaindermen after the life 
estate or by the tenant and the owner in fee after the expiration of the tenancy for years according to 
their respective interests in the land as calculated pursuant to G.S. 37‑13.

(b)	 If a person having an interest in land held by tenancy for life or years pays more than his 
pro rata share of an assessment against the property, he may maintain an action in the nature of a 
suit for contribution against any delinquent party to recover from that party his pro rata share of the 
assessment, with interest thereon from the date of the payment; and in addition, he is subrogated to 
the right of the county to a lien on the property for the delinquent party's share of the assessment. 
(1963, c. 985, c. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑203.  Lien in favor of a cotenant or joint owner paying special assessments.
Any one of several tenants in common or joint tenants (other than copartners) may pay the 

whole or any part of a special assessment made against property held in common or jointly. Any 
amount so paid that exceeds his share of the assessment and that was not paid through agreement 
with or on behalf of the other joint owners is a lien in his favor upon the shares of the other joint 
owners. This lien may be enforced in a proceeding for actual partition, a proceeding for partition 
and sale, or by any other appropriate judicial proceeding. This lien is not effective against an 
innocent purchaser for value until notice of the lien is filed in the office of the clerk of superior 
court in the county in which the land lies and indexed and docketed in the same manner as other 
liens required by law to be filed in that clerk's office. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, 
s. 1.)

§ 153A‑204.  Apportionment of assessments.
If a special assessment has been made against property that has been or is about to be 

subdivided, the board of commissioners may, with the consent of the owner of the property, (i) 
apportion the assessment among the lots or tracts within the subdivision, or (ii) release certain lots 
or tracts from the assessment if, in the board's opinion, the released lots or tracts are not benefited 
by the project, or (iii) both. Upon an apportionment each of the lots or tracts in the subdivision is 
released from the lien of the original assessment, and  the portion of the original assessment 
assessed against each lot or tract has, as to that lot or tract, the same force as the original 
assessment. At the time the board makes an apportionment under this section, the clerk shall enter 
on the minutes of the board the date, hour, and minute of apportionment and a statement to the 
effect that the apportionment is made with the consent of the owners of the property affected, 
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which entry is conclusive in the absence of fraud.  The apportionment is effective at the time shown 
in the minute book. Apportionments may include past due installments with interest, as well as 
installments not then due; and any installment not then due shall fall due at the same date as it 
would have under the original assessment. (1963, c. 985, s. 1; 1965, c. 714; 1973, c. 822, s. 1.)

§ 153A‑204.1.  Maintenance assessments.
(a)	 In order to pay for the costs of maintaining and operating a project, the board of 

commissioners may annually or at less frequent intervals levy maintenance and operating 
assessments for any project purpose set forth in G.S. 153A‑185(3) on the same basis as the original 
assessment. The amount of these assessments shall be determined by the board of commissioners 
on the basis of the board's estimate of the cost of maintaining and operating a project during the 
ensuing budget period, and the board's decision as to the amount of the assessment is conclusive. In 
determining the total cost to be included in the assessment the board may include estimated costs of 
maintaining and operating the project, of necessary legal services, of interest payments, of 
rights‑of‑way, and of publishing and mailing notices and resolutions. References to "total costs" in 
provisions of  this Article that apply to maintenance and operating assessments shall be construed 
to mean "total estimated costs." Within the meaning of this section a "budget period" may be one 
year or such other budget period as the board determines.

(b)	 All of the provisions of this Article shall apply to maintenance and operating 
assessments, except for G.S. 153A‑190 through G.S. 153A‑193. (1983, c. 321, s. 4.)

§ 153A‑205.  Improvements to subdivision and residential streets.
(a)	 A county may finance the local share of the cost of improvements made under the 

supervision of the Department of Transportation to subdivision and residential streets that are a 
part of the State maintained system located in the county and outside of a city and shall levy and 
collect pursuant to the procedures of Article 9 of Chapter 153A of the General Statutes special 
assessments against benefited property to recoup that portion of the costs financed by the county. 
The local share is that share required by policies of the Department of Transportation and may be 
paid by the county from funds not otherwise limited as to use by law. Land owned, leased, or 
controlled by a railroad company is exempt from such assessments to the same extent that it would 
be exempt from street assessments of a city under G.S. 160A‑222. No project may be commenced 
under this section unless it has been approved by the Department of Transportation.

(b)	 A county may finance the local share of the cost of improvements made under the 
supervision of the Department of Transportation to subdivision and residential streets located in 
the county and outside of a city in order to bring those streets up to the standards of the Department 
of Transportation so that they may become a part of the State‑maintained system and shall levy and 
collect pursuant to the procedures of Article 9 of Chapter 153A of the General Statutes special 
assessments against benefited property to recoup that portion of the costs financed by the county. 
The local share is that share required by policies of the Department of Transportation and may be 
paid by the county from funds not otherwise limited as to use by law. Land owned, leased, or 
controlled by a railroad company is exempt from such assessments to the same extent that it would 
be exempt from street assessments of a city under G.S. 160A‑222. No project may be commenced 
under this section unless it has been approved by the Department of Transportation.

(c)	 Before a county may finance all or a portion of the cost of improvements to a 
subdivision or residential street, it must receive a petition for the improvements signed by at least 
seventy‑five percent (75%) of the owners of property to be assessed, who must represent at least 
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seventy‑five percent (75%) of all the lineal feet of frontage of the lands abutting on the street or 
portion thereof to be improved. The petition shall state that portion of the cost of the improvement 
to be assessed, which shall be the local share required by policies of the Department of 
Transportation. A county may treat as a unit and consider as one street two or more connecting 
State‑maintained subdivision or residential streets in a petition filed under this subsection calling 
for the improvement of subdivision or residential streets subject to property owner sharing in the 
cost of improvement under policies of the Department of Transportation.

Property owned by the United States shall not be included in determining the lineal feet of 
frontage on the improvement, nor shall the United States be included in determining the number of 
owners of property abutting the improvement. Property owned by the State of North Carolina shall 
be included in determining frontage and the number of owners only if the State has consented to 
assessment as provided in G.S. 153A‑189. Property owned, leased, or controlled by railroad 
companies shall be included in determining frontage and the number of owners to the extent the 
property is subject to assessment under G.S. 160A‑222. Property owned, leased, or controlled by 
railroad companies that is not subject to assessment shall not be included in determining frontage 
or the number of owners.

No right of action or defense asserting the invalidity of street assessments on grounds that the 
county did not comply with this subsection in securing a valid petition may be asserted except in an 
action or proceeding begun within 90 days after the day of publication of the notice of adoption of 
the preliminary assessment resolution.

(d)	 This section is intended to provide a means of assisting in financing improvements to 
subdivision and residential streets that are on the State highway system or that will, as a result of 
the improvements, become a part of the system. By financing improvements under this section, a 
county does not thereby acquire or assume any responsibility for the street or streets involved, and 
a county has no liability arising from the construction of such an improvement or the maintenance 
of such a street. Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter the conditions and procedures 
under which State system streets or other public streets are transferred to municipal street systems 
pursuant to G.S. 136‑66.1 and 136‑66.2 upon annexation by, or incorporation of, a municipality.  
(1975, c. 487, s. 2; c. 716, s. 7; 1981, c. 768; 2014‑115, s. 59.)

§ 153A‑206.  Street light assessments.
(a)	 Authorization.  A county may annually levy special assessments against benefited 

property in a residential subdivision within the county and not within a city for the costs of 
providing street lights and street lighting pursuant to the procedures provided in this Article.  The 
provisions of this Article, other than G.S. 153A‑186, G.S. 153A‑187 and G.S. 153A‑190 through 
G.S. 153A‑193, apply to street light assessments under this section.

(b)	 Basis of Assessment.  The estimated costs of providing street lights and street lighting 
shall be apportioned among all benefited property on the basis of the number of lots served, or 
subject to being served, by the street lights, at an equal rate per lot.

(c)	 Amount of Assessment.  The county shall determine the amount of the assessments on 
the basis of an estimate of the cost of constructing or operating the street lights during the ensuing 
year, and the board of commissioners' determination of the amount of the assessment is conclusive.  
In determining the total cost to be included in the assessment, the board may also include estimated 
costs of necessary legal services, projected utility rate increases, and the costs to the county of 
administering and collecting the assessment.
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(d)	 Procedure.  The county may approve the levy of street light assessments under this 
section upon petition of at least two‑thirds of the owners of the lots within the subdivision.  The 
request or petition shall include an estimate from the appropriate utility of the charge for providing 
street lights and street lighting within the subdivision for one year.  Upon approval of the petition, 
the petitioning owner or owners shall pay to the tax collector the total estimated assessment amount 
for the ensuing year as determined by the county.  This payment shall be set aside by the county tax 
office in escrow as security for payment of the assessments.

(e)	 Collection and Administration.  The county shall levy the street light assessments on an 
annual basis and shall pay the costs of providing street lights and street lighting to the appropriate 
utility on a periodic basis.  The assessment amount shall be adjusted on an annual basis in order to 
maintain in the escrow account an amount equal to the estimated cost of providing street lighting 
plus related expenses for the ensuing year. (1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 923, s. 2.)

§ 153A‑207:  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 153A‑208:  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 153A‑209:  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 153A‑210:  Reserved for future codification purposes.


